[Heart surgery in the elderly].
Heart surgery has been performed in an increasing number of elderly patients in the recent years. Currently about 20 % of all patients in cardiac surgery are older than 75 years, however their number is increasing constantly. Valve replacement (mainly aortic valve replacement, AVR), coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) or combined procedures (AVR and CABG) are the most common procedures in the elderly. However, surgical therapy of heart failure, implantation of assist devices or cardiac transplantation have been performed only in a limited number of elderly patients. Surgical pathways in the therapy of coronary artery disease or valve disease are described. Furthermore, age related morbidity and mortality and related surgical options to improve the outcome are discussed.